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Finding Belonging at GBB Camp

For many children, camp is a chance to step
away from everyday pressures and simply
enjoy being a kid. This March, ten young people
aged 9-12 experienced just that on our Coastal
Crusaders camp, exploring the beaches and
bushland of the Central Coast while learning
about marine life and sustainability.

While the activities and environment made the
weekend a lot of fun, it was the connections
formed that made the experience truly special.

Three girls —Mia, Zoe,
and Elliana — arrived
at camp carrying more
than just their bags.
Each had recently
joined The Girls & Boys
Brigade, and each

was navigating significant challenges at home,
from unstable housing to major changes in
family life. For them, camp was more than an
outdoor adventure; it was a chance to feel safe,
included, and supported.
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While the children all come
from different backgrounds, at

GBB they feel the same sense
of acceptance and community.

At first, Mia was quiet and unsure. But Zoe and
Elliana welcomed her in without hesitation

— inviting her into games and gently building
her confidence. Over the course of the
weekend, something shifted. Mia began to
open up, laugh more freely, and feel a sense of
belonging.

By the end of camp, she told her mum she'd
had the “best weekend ever” and had made
“best friends.”

Moments like these are
powerful. They remind
us that when young
people are given the
space to connect, to be
themselves, and to feel
supported, they begin
to see new possibilities for their future. Thanks
to the generosity of our donors, experiences
like camp don't just create memories — they
help shape confidence, connection, and a
stronger sense of what's possible.




One Last “Summer Splash”

Our Summer Vacation Care program is always
one of the biggest — and hottest — times of
the year. Coming straight after the holiday
season, it can also be a challenging period for
many families, with financial pressures high
and work commitments returning.

That's why The Girls & Boys Brigade created
something special. With a “Summer Splash”
theme, we gave children a school holiday
experience filled with fun, exploration, and
new opportunities — many of which they
wouldn't otherwise have access to.

From riding waves and waterslides at Gunyama
Park Aquatic Centre, to splashing in the
sunshine at Steel Park, each day brought a new
adventure.

Children explored biodiversity through water
netting at Centennial Park, caught the ferry
across the harbour to Watsons Bay, and even
put their creativity to the test with a STEM boat-
building challenge — designing and testing
their own floating creations.

Exploring local parks, waterways, and learning
about Australia’s maritime history encouraged
the children to connect and develop respect
for the natural and local environments and
learned how important water is not for the
world in which they live.

Thanks to your support, experiences like these
are possible — giving children the chance to
learn, grow, and simply enjoy being kids, no
matter their circumstances.

While the stories in this newsletter are true, names and other identifying details of children
mentioned have been altered to protect their privacy. Thanks for your kind understanding!

Find us on Facebook @TheGirlsBoysBrigadeSyd and Instagram @GirlsAndBoysBrigadeSyd




